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THE ELEVENTH DYNASTY 1 OP EGYPT 
By James Henby Breasted, 

The University of Chicago. 

Since Steindorff 2 showed that the Intf s do not all belong in 
the Eleventh Dynasty, the greatest uncertainty has prevailed as 
to the length of this dynasty, and the order of the kings belonging 
to it. A closer examination, however, will, I believe, permit of a 
fairly safe arrangement of these kings, and determine also how 
long the family reigned. 

It is evident from the monuments which they have left that 
they conquered the North and overthrew the Heracleopolitans. 
Now, this conquest can be made the basis of a rearrangement of 
the family which accomplished it. It is possible from the con- 
temporary monuments to determine whether the reign of a given 
king falls before or after the conquest of the North. Let us 
apply this test to the four Mentuhoteps known to us. 3 These are : 
Nb-htp, Nb-hrw-R', S'nh-k'-R' and Nb-t'wy-R'. The 
Turin Papyrus places Nb-hrw-R' and S'nh-k'-R' together 
toward the end of the dynasty, in the order in which I have 
named them. In the Sakkara and Abydos lists they are the only 
kings of the Eleventh Dynasty who are mentioned at all ; while 
the prestige of Nb-hrw-R' was such that in the tradition of 
the New Kingdom he was regarded as the founder and establisher 
of Theban power (LD, III, 2a, d). He is named at the Rames- 
seum, side by side with Menes and Ahmose I, and receives the 
same honors as they. It is evident that he must have ruled the 
whole country ; in his time the conquest of the North was a 
thing of the past. The monuments of his successor, S ' n h - k ' - R ' , 
show clearly that he likewise reigned in the period after the con- 
quest. At Hammamat his records (LD, II, 150a = Golenischeff, 
Hamm., XV — XVII, xi, 9, 10) state that he drew men for the 
work in the quarries from the territory between Oxyrhynchus and 

1 This reconstruction of the Eleventh Dynasty is also appearing in the Abhandlungen. 
of the Royal Prussian Academy (in Eduard Meyer's essay, " Aegyptische Chronologic "), 1905. 

2"Die Konige Mentuhotep und Antef," AZ., XXXIII, 77 ff. 

"I need hardly say to anyone who has examined it, that the Earnak list cannot be 
employed in such a reconstruction, as its arrangement is not chronological. 

110 



The Eleventh Dynasty of Egypt 111 

Gebelen, showing that all upper Egypt practically was in his 
hands. Similarly the boast of Henu, who had charge of the work 
at Hammamat, that he was a "queller of the H'-nbw" (1. 10), 
shows that he must have controlled the Delta. 

In the case of Nb-htp we find very remarkable and hitherto 
unnoticed evidence of his position in the family. Fragments* of 
a now vanished temple of his have survived at Gebelen, rebuilt 
into the wall of a Ptolemaic temple there. One block represents 
Nb-htp smiting an enemy, bearing the inscription: "Prince of 
Tehenu and — ( ?) ". He could hardly have smitten the Libyans 
unless he had possession of the Delta. Quite decisive, however, 
is the remarkable scene on another block. Here Nb-htp strikes 
down four enemies, three of whom are designated as "Nubians, 
Asiatics (Sttyw), Libyans;" while the fourth, without inscrip- 
tion, is an Egyptian! Over the whole is the following significant 
inscription: "Binding the chiefs of the Two Lands, capturing 
the South and Northland, the foreign countries (h3swt) and the 
two regions (ydbwy), the Nine Bows and the Two Lands." 
Nb-htp was therefore the king who completed the conquest of 
the North. For the first time since the wars of the early dynastic 
kings with the North, we have here a Pharaoh openly boasting of 
his victories over the Egyptians, and without hesitation depicting 
his defeated countrymen among the despised barbarians whom 
he had conquered. It is therefore perfectly certain that Nb-htp 
belongs before Nb-hrw-R'. We cannot place him immediately 
preceding this king, however, for in a contemporary relief 5 
Nb-hrw-R' is shown receiving the homage of a vassal king of 
his own family, an otherwise unknown 'Intf. Now, this 
coregent 'Intf cannot have been the successor of Nb-hrw-R', 
for the reason that the Turin Papyrus shows S'nh-k'-R' as 
Nb-hrw-R"s successor. This unknown 'Intf therefore was 
the predecessor of Nb-hrw-R', and had been displaced by the 
latter, who then allowed him to reign for a time as a vassal. We 
may therefore regard the following order of kings as certain : 

Nb-htp. 

The vassal 'Intf. 

Nb-brw-R'. 

S'nb-k'-R'. 

*Now in Cairo; (published (very inaccurately) by Daressy (Bee., XIV, 26; XVI, 42); 
much better by Frazer (PSBA, XV, 409, Plate XV). I was fortunately able to use also a 
dictionary copy by Erman. 

5 PSBA , 1881, 99, 100 ; Petrie, Season XVI, 489 ; Morgan, Cat.de Man. ; Maspero, Hist. , 1, 463- 
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But it is still uncertain whether there may not have been a reign 
or two between Nb-htp and the vassal 'Intf. This last ques- 
tion will be resumed later. 

Before discussing the position of Nb-t'wy-R', the remain- 
ing Mentuhotep of the four, let us now examine the positions to 
be assigned to the remaining 'Intfs. As Steindorff has con- 
clusively shown, we have besides the vassal 'Intf, only two other 
'Intfs, who are shown by the contemporary monuments to 
belong in the Eleventh Dynasty. These are the nomarch 'Intf 
and Horus Wh-'nh-'Intf. It is evident from the title of the 
former that he should head the family line, before they assumed 
royal predicates. 6 Even the erratic Karnak list places such a 
nomarch 'Intf at the beginning of this dynasty. Horus 
Wh- 'nh reigned to the end of his career before the conquest of 
the North. Indeed, he began that conquest himself. His tomb 
stela' erected in the fiftieth year of his reign at Thebes states : 
.... her northern boundary as far as the nome of Aphroditopolis. 8 I 
drove in the mooring-stake 9 (that is, I landed) in the sacred valley, I cap- 
tured the entire Thinite nome, I opened all her fortresses (or prisons). I 
made her 10 the "door of the North." 

This "door of the North" is of course his northern frontier, cor- 
responding to the "door of the South" at Elephantine, known 
since the Sixth Dynasty. Wh-'nh -Intfs "door of the 
North" in the nome of Aphroditopolis can hardly have been any- 
thing else than the "fortress of the port of the South," which 
Tefibi of Siut states" was his southern frontier at about the same 
period, that is, toward the close of Heracleopolitan supremacy. But 
W'h-'nh-Intf evidently pushed the conquest no farther during 
his lifetime, if this point was his frontier at the erection of his 
tombstone in his fiftieth year. As the conquest of the North 
was incomplete in his reign, he must therefore be placed before 
Nb-htp, who completed the conquest, and after the nomarch 'Intf. 

6 That the line of these Theban princes before they assumed the sole kingship (that is, 
before they became the Eleventh Dynasty, as known to us) , may have included several more 
of them, is probable from the Karnak list. Whether it is the nomarch Intf, or a later one 
of the line, who stands at the head of the list in the Turin Papyrus, is not a question essen- 
tially affecting this reconstruction. 

'Mar., Hon. div., 49; cf. p. 15; Bouge, Inscr. HUr., 161, 162. 

8 Read the serpent and feather That this is the proper reading is rendered almost 
certain by the connected data. W'h-'nh is here speaking of the establishment of his 
northern boundary. The inscription of 'Intf-ykr (see below) shows that W'h-'nh ruled 
as far north as Akhmim, which is directly across the river from the nome of Aphroditopo- 
lis, and the latter is just north of the Thinite nome. 

9 Compare Sharpe, Inscr., I, 79, 1. 14; Pap. Ebers, 58, 9, and Sethe, Verbum, I, 259. 

10 The Thinite nome is masculine ; hence " her " is doubtless the name of Aphroditopolis. 
"Griffith, Siut., Tomb, III, 1. 18. 
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We have now determined the relative positions of six kings of 
the dynasty. That of Nb-t'wy-R' still remains uncertain. It 
has usually been accepted that the Turin Papyrus assigns six 
kings to the Eleventh Dynasty ; in that case we should have no 
place in its ranks for our remaining Mentuliotep. As a matter of 
fact, however, the papyrus shows under the sixth name plain 



traces of a seventh ; the remains of the vgK in the title pre- 
ceding the name are especially clear. Now, the monuments of 
Nb-t'wy-R' show beyond question that he ruled the whole 
country. For his operations in the Hammamat quarries he mus- 
tered no less than ten thousand men, three thousand of whom 
came from the Delta ; and his skilled artisans were drawn from 
the "whole land." We must therefore place him after the con- 
quest of the North, that is after Nb-htp. We left a possible 
lacuna between Nb-htp and the vassal 'Intf. But the extent 
of Nb-t'wy-R"s operations in Hammamat is quite against the 
conclusion that he immediately followed the union of all Egypt 
under Nb-htp. Moreover, if we insert his reign after Nb-htp, 
we have no king of the dynasty left to fill the vacancy of the lost 
name at the end of the dynasty in the Turin Papyrus. Further- 
more, Nb-t'wy-R' celebrated his Hb-sd already in the second 
year of his reign. 12 He had thus waited twenty-eight years as 
crown prince, before his father's death had brought him the 
crown. He is therefore likely to have been advanced in years at 
his accession. His mighty vizier, Amenemhet, who mustered ten 
thousand men for the operations in Hammamat, and boasts of 
unusual power, was therefore, as has been before suggested, 
probably able to thrust aside a feeble old king, and become the 
founder of a new dynasty. However this last supposition may 
be, I do not think that any other arrangement of the Eleventh 
Dynasty kings can be supported from the contemporary docu- 
ments and the lists. The fact that the temple lists have omitted 
Nb-t'wy-R' after S'nb-k'-R' and before the Twelfth Dynasty 
cannot be cited against our reconstruction ; for any reconstruc- 
tion must reckon with such omission of the name lost at this 
place in the Turin Papyrus. Such temple lists commonly omit 
ephemeral reigns at the close of a dynasty. 

12 Golenischeff , Hammamat, Plate XI ( = LD, II, 149c). 
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We may therefore restore the seven kings of the Turin Papyrus 
as follows : 

Nomarch Intf I. 18 x years 

Horus W'h-'nb-'Intf II. - - - 50+ a; " 
Nb-htp-Mentuhotep I. - - - - x " 
Vassal 'Intf III. ----- x " 

Nb-brw-R'-Mentubotep II. - - - 46 + x " 
S'nb-k'-K'-MentuhotepIII. - - 28 + a; " 

Nb-t'wy-R'-Mentuhotep IV. - - - 2 + x " 

An examination of the chronology of this reconstruction shows 
that it will fulfil the demands in this respect also. From the 
Stela" of 'Intf-ykr at Leyden (dated in the thirty-third year 
of Sesostris I., that is, fifty -three years after the accession of the 
Twelfth Dynasty), we know that 'Intf-ykr's great grandfather 
had been appointed to a scribal office in the Thinite nome by 
W'h-'nh. 15 Estimating an official generation at thirty to thirty- 
five years, we may roughly date the appointment of 'Intf-ykr's 
great grandfather at one hundred and twenty to one hundred and 
forty years before the erection of 'Intf-ykr's tombstone at 
Abydos. His appointment fell therefore in the period from, 
roughly, sixty-seven to eighty-seven years before the fall of the 
Eleventh Dynasty. If the appointment occurred near the end of 
W'h-'nh's reign, the latter's accession may have occurred as 
early as one hundred and thirty-seven years before the fall of the 
Eleventh Dynasty. This is again corroborated by the surviving 
dates from the reigns of his successors, which show that his death 
could not have occurred later than some eighty years (minimum 
seventy-six) before the accession of the Twelfth Dynasty. Now, 
the Turin Papyrus gives at least one hundred and sixty 16 years as 
the length of the dynasty, and the remaining twenty -three years 
necessary to make up this total may belong to the reign of the 
nomarch 'Intf, who preceded W'h-'nh. It should be noted 
that the war for the conquest of the North may have been con- 
cluded as late as eighty years before the end of the Eleventh 
Dynasty. 

13 Or one of his descendants, of whom we have no contemporary monuments. 

l*Leemans, Descr. rais. des mon. £g. tt Leide, pp. 264-66; Rouge, Rev. arch., 1«> ser., 
VI, 560; Piehl, Inscr., Ill, XXI, XXII. 

15 In view of this monument it is very remarkable to find W'h-'nh transferred to the 
period following the Middle Kingdom in Budge's history. 

is That this total refers to the Eleventh Dynasty is certain. It immediately precedes 
the Twelfth Dynasty, and as a summation also immediately precedes the Eleventh Dynasty, 
the sum one hundred and sixty ( + x) must refer to the reigns of the Eleventh Dynasty, 
lying between the two summations. 



